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ment of this, (for the Scots would not stir a foot
without it,) they entered England on the 15th of
January, 1643, with an army of twelve thousand
men, under the command of old Lesley, now earl of
Leven, an old soldier of great experience, having
been bred to arms from a youth, in the service of
the prince of Orange.
The Scots were no sooner entered England, but
they were joined by all the friends to the parlia-
ment party in the north; and first, colonel Grey,
brother to the lord Grey, joined them with a re-
giment of horse, and several out of Westmoreland
and Cumberland, and so they advanced to New-
castle, which they summon to surrender. The earl
of Newcastle, who rather saw than was able to
prevent this storm, was in Newcastle, and did his
best to defend it; but the Scots, increased by this
time to above twenty thousand, lay close siege to
the place, which was but meanly fortified; and ha-
ving repulsed the garrison upon several sallies, and
pressing the place very close; after a siege of twelve
days, or thereabouts, they enter the town sword in
hand. The earl of Newcastle got away, and after-
wards gathered what forces together he could; but
not strong enough to hinder the Scots from advanc-
ing to Durham, which he quitted to them, nor to
hinder the conjunction of the Scots with the forces
of Fairfax, Manchester, and Cromwell. Whereupon
the earl seeing all things thus going to wreck, he
sends his horse away, and retreats with his foot into
York, making all necessary preparations for a vigo-
rous defence there, in case he should be attacked,
which he was pretty sure of, as indeed afterwards
happened. York was in a very good posture of de-
fence ; the fortifications very regular, and exceeding
strong; well furnished with provisions; and had

